
WG2.1 archive

“What happened to the
Oxford boxes”?



WG2.1/#68 in Rome (1962-2012)

2012 —
Celebrating
WG2.1 50th
anniversary.

Recall the
talks by
Jeremy and
Lambert, etc.



Braga District Archives (ADB)



Sponsorship

Successful company selling
business software solutions
whose origin (1993)
intersects with Minho’s
computer science
department.



WG2.1 archive

Protocol WG2.1 ↔ ADB
(17-11-2017)

Boxes leave Oxford by the end of
2017

Archivists work: Jan-June 2018



WG2.1 archive

Boxes arrive in Braga:



WG2.1 archive

Archive work
— inventory,
classification,
... — 1509
items in
total.



WG2.1 archive

Sorting, indexing...

...eventually
(re)boxing
everything
into labelled
acid-free
card boxes



WG2.1 archive

(IFIP/TC2-WG2.1-002-001333)



WG2.1 archive
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3. CÓDIGO DE REFERÊNCIA DOS DOCUMENTOS

Exemplo: PT/AD-UM/IFIP/TC2-WG2.1/004/001456 

Código de 
referência do 

país

Código de 
referência da 

entidade

detentora

Produtor
Série 

Número do 
documento



WG2.1 archive

Following
the
ISAD(G)
interna-
tional
standard.

IFIP

International Federation for 

Information Processing (1960)

General Assembly

Council

TC1
Technical

Committee

TC2
Technical Committee

(1962)

Working Group 2.1 - Algorithmic 
Languages and Calculi (1962)

ALGOL

Working Group
2.2 …

TC3
Technical

Committee …

10

Produtor da 
Informação



Migration to the ADB IS

Web interface



WG2.1 archive structure (1959-2007)

17
Papers, scientific 

documents

Management Proposals

Correspondence

Reports

Minutes
Technical notes

News Decisions

Comunicações científicas Documentos de suporte de atividade

Propostas Correspondência

Relatórios Atas de reuniões

Notas técnicas Notícias de jornais

Resoluções



“Algol effort”

1958

u
IAL

(GAMM/ACM)

1960u
Algol 60

(Naur’s bnf)
(“Amsterdam plot”)

Recursive programming
(Dijkstra)

1962

u

WG2.1 (Poel)

Ginsburg & Rice’s
paper

1964u

Algol X+Y
(Tutzing meeting)

1965

u
Record handling

(Hoare)

Euler
(Wirth)

1966u
Algol 66

(“Kootwijk battle”)

1968

u

Algol 68
(München meeting)

NATO SE Conf.
(Garmisch)

1969u
Poel

steps down



WG2.1 — “turning point” (1966)

Carbon copy of Floyd’s paper in the collection:

(TC2-WG2.1/004/01456)

http://pesquisa.adb.uminho.pt/details?id=1620773


WG2.1 — “turning point” (1966)

Annotated
flowcharts drawn by
Floyd himself:

(TC2-WG2.1/004/01456)

http://pesquisa.adb.uminho.pt/details?id=1620773


WG2.1 — “turning point” (1968)

(TC2-WG2.1/002/1164;004/1456)

Preprint of Tony
Hoare’s Axiomatic
method as it
circulated in the
group.



Lively meetings — as today!

“Battle of Kootwijk” (1966)

(TC2-WG2.1/002/000835)



Dijkstra’s farewell letter (1969)

(TC2-WG2.1/002/001202)



Dijkstra’s farewell letter (1969)

1

1From “There is a tavern in the town”, drinking ballad appearing in Student Songs (William H.
Hill). Became world-wide popular by Bing Crosby (1950s).



WG2.1 new neighbours

WG2.1 minutes now
living close to
others — eg. of a
meeting in which
king Teodomiro
re-structures the
Suevi kingdom
(Braga, 569, 1st of
January)

(DIO/MAB/031/0001)



WG2.1 new neighbours

Also making
friends with
Afonso
Henriques,
first king of
Portugal
(1128)



June 20th

Last event of
ADB’s
centenary
celebrations
— presenting
the collection
in the ADB
lounge.



June 20th



June 20th



Thanks

Special thanks to

I Dr. Alexandra Vidal
(ILCAE)

I Dr. António Sousa
(ADB)

I Eng. Jorge Baptista
(Primavera)


